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Letters to the editor
It was good to hear in Dr. Wittlinger's
recent letter that expression of differing
points of view in the Evangelical
Visitor
has long standing precedent. I also appreciated that, in taking issue with Jerel
Book's letter, he kept the discussion
oriented to the Scripture. However, some
pertinent details necessary to the interpretation of the passages involved have
been omitted.
Dr. Wittlinger prefers the "plain sense"
of John 13:14 instead of a "spiritualized"
interpretation. His desire to interpret according to the "intent" of our Lord's
statement is commendable. We must ask
then, whether Jesus intended it literally or
symbolically. Dr. Wittlinger chooses to
understand the command, "ye also ought
to wash one another's feet," as intending a
"literal symbolism." By using such a
hybrid phrase as "literal symbolism" he
thus acknowledges that Jesus' words here
demand something more than a literal
interpretation.
Probably all commentators on this
passage refer to the ancient custom of feet
washing which was necessitated by their
wearing open sandals on dusty roads. This
was part of acceptable hospitality. So
indeed to limit the intent of Jesus to the
literal words would mean only that the
d i s c i p l e s w e r e to c o n t i n u e s u c h
hospitality—noting the important fact that
Jesus did not call for a servant, but did it
himself.

To understand the intent of Jesus'
statements is not always easy. The disciples at times misunderstood by assuming
a literal meaning when Jesus' intent was
otherwise. See, e.g., Mark 8:14-21 where
he baffled them by his reference to the
"leaven of the Pharisees." And what did
Jesus mean by "if thy right eye offend thee,
pluck it out"?
It may also be observed that the literal
word may be easier to fulfill. I say this in
regard to John 13:14. It is not all that hard
to wash feet. I can recall a feet washing
service in which one participant noted how
"easy it is to fulfill this simple command."
He went on to make a disparaging implication about those who did not do so. By
such an attitude he was violating the lesson
which Jesus was trying to teach, even while
fulfilling the literal words.
In regards to 1 Tim. 5:10, the fact that
"washing the saints feet" is mentioned at
all shows that we are dealing with
something other than a ritual observed
throughout the early church. A recognized
ritual would have been assumed—there is
no mention of baptism or communion
here. Given the customs of that time and in
the light of the preceding reference to
"lodging strangers," we should understand
this in terms of hospitality and not as a
ritual based on John 13:1-17.
Is it possible that we have missed the
point of what Jesus intended? Our literal
practice gives us a good feeling of fulfillment. Brother Book has done well to
challenge this sense of ease.
Herbert J. Hoover
East Berlin, PA.

G. C. Information
The dedication of Messiah Village has been changed to
10 a.m. on Saturday, July 1. The first business session of
General Conference will begin at 3:30 p.m. on July 1.
Those traveling on public carriers should arrive at the
Harrisburg airport, train station, or bus depot soon after
noon to allow time for travel to Messiah College and
registration before 3:30 p.m.
The Harrisburg airport, being relatively small, has a
limited number of incoming flights on a given day. Most
flights are filled for the holiday weekend, even without
General Conference passengers. It is therefore urgent that
you book your reservations early.
All arrangements for off-campus lodging need to be
made privately. After such plans have been made, please
fill out the proper form, indicating where you will be
staying. It is important at Conference time, especially in
emergencies, to be able to reach anyone with a minimum
of effort.
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed each night of the
Conference. All persons should be in their rooms by that
hour unless involved in approved activities elsewhere. This
does not mean "lights out," but it does mean subdued
conversation in the rooms.
On all days except Sunday the main meal will be served
in the evening. On Sunday, July 2, the main meal will be at
noon, with lunch in the evening. It is anticipated that the
largest crowd of the Conference will convene on Sunday
evening. Guests are encouraged to allow extra time for
slower traffic and more distant parking.
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Editorial

A History Lesson
For the Brethren in Christ the year of 1977 reflected
growth in membership and in giving. There was a
membership growth of nearly five percent and an increase
in contributions of over eleven percent.
Church membership stands, as of the end of 1977, at
13,830. This is a net increase of 620 members and a
percentage increase of 4.7. This increase was assisted by a
12.2 percent increase in the Pacific Conference. The
percentage of increase in the other conferences varied from
1.2 to 4.4.
This membership growth has been made against a
population growth of 1.1 percent (United States). It would
be accurate to say that percentage-wise we are growing
four times faster than the population.
The denomination's growth compares favorably with
other churches. 1 am not aware of any group whose
increase from congregational growth or new church
planting exceeds ours. Two denominations which most of
my readers would recognize as aggressively evangelistic
had growth of less than two percent in 1977.
So we should not become negative about our church's
growth and assume that the Brethren in Christ are not with
it.
We, however, should not become overly confident and
rest on our laurels. 1977 did not measure up to 1975 or
1976.
1975
1976
1977

Net Growth
627
735
620

Percentage
5.3
5.9
4

Dean Kelly places great emphasis on what he calls the "Power
of the Gate," and he thinks that the Anabaptists and the
Wesleyans had the correct formula that should be imitated
today. (A) Be in no haste to admit members. (B) Test the
readiness and preparation of would-be members. (C) Require
10, 1978

Obviously Dean Kelly is not inspired nor infallible and
we may have problems with some of his interpretations.
But the historical context to which he referred supports his
thesis that although the Wesleyan and Anabaptist
movements were demanding interpretations of the Christian faith, they both experienced remarkable growth. In
fact Dean Kelly's thesis is that growth was not in spite of
but because of the demands of these movements. In both
cases the inner vitality and spiritual reality resulted in
transformed lives evidenced in obedience and discipleship.
I could not help but reflect that Dean Kelly's examples
of the Anabaptists and the Wesleys have particular
significance to the Brethren in Christ. It should well be the
concern of our denomination, at every level of church life,
that we do not squander this rich heritage, with which we
have been doubly blessed, under the false assumption that
these two streams of biblical understanding are a hindrance to church growth.
In fact a synthesis of these two streams of theology give
an understanding to the gospel that meets the deepest
needs of man. We would be unrealistic to assume that the
radical nature of becoming a Christian will not find its
rejectors. Not all will pay the price of following Christ. But
there is ample evidence that the authentic message,
presented with conviction and in love, and evidenced in the
lives of changed persons will convince and convict and win.

7

To "double in a decade" calls for an average annual
percentage growth of 7.2%. This is neither easy nor
impossible. We must use all means—local growth in
established congregations and extension growth in newly
established congregations—if we are to attain this goal.
The Pacific Conference is a case in point. Tnis conference has initiated an aggresive and planned program of
church planting. Within the past two years three new
churches have been planted. The more than twelve percent
increase in membership in 1977 and the eight percent
increase in 1976 is some indication of the results of a
conscious and planned effort of church planting.
There came to my attention within the past week an
article in which Dean Kelly's book, Why
Conservative
Churches are Growing, was referred to. The following
quotation from the article caught my attention:

April

continuing faithfulness. (D) Bear one another up in small
groups. (E) Do not yield control to outsiders nor seek to
accommodate to their expectations." (Quoted by Joseph
Fichter in Commonweal, March 17, 1978).

(We will look at the 1977 giving statistics in our next
issue.)

General Conference Information

from page two

When will the Conference close? The General
Conference Secretary, Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, has a
word on this: "The adjournment of Conference is
scheduled for Thursday afternoon at the completion of all
business. All delegates are expected to be present for the
entire Conference from opening until adjournment."
So, when will the Conference close? Almost certainly by
5 p.m., hopefully earlier. In a very real way this is
controlled by the speaking and voting membership of the
Conference.
For more information or more application forms,
contact your pastor or the Convention Director, Paul
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: (717) 766-2621.
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Making Disciples
J. Wilmer Heisey

The Christian concept of discipleship was not invented by some
clever person who went off and wrote
about the "ideal life," high above the
ugly, dirty, crowded world. No, discipleship is an idea from Jesus.
This truth about discipleship as the
Christian's walk is found all through
the New Testament. But the great
fountain of biblical truth on discipleship is in the gospels, for it is here
that Jesus put into practice the walk of
the New Man.
How did Jesus go about making
disciples? We see Him coming to
people and confronting them with a
direct challenge, "Come, Follow me."
T h e r e was no e v a d i n g t h a t
challenge—they either followed or
they went on continuing to do what
they were doing! Those who began to
walk with Jesus experienced a very
radical change in the way they lived.
Those who only thought about Jesus
didn't become disciples. The crowds
got in on the excitement of some
miracles, and a few sermons—but it
w a s t h e d i s c i p l e s who got t h e
training—those who were willing to
follow.
An important aspect of Jesus'
methods was that He worked with
twelve men, in the openness of an
intimate circle. The concerns of each
individual were dealt with in love
within the context of the group.
Matthew and James-the-Less, had the
privilege of learning from Jesus while
He was correcting Peter. The personality and habits of each of the
Twelve became very much a part of
the total lifestyle of the group.
Everyone knew that Peter talked too
much. They knew about John's hot
temper. They knew about Thomas's
pessimism. Each of these disciples
This is a condensation of the sermon
delivered on Youth Day at the Cross Roads
congregation. Brother Heisey is Executive
Secretary, Board for Missions, and a member of
the Cross Roads Church.

4

was a necessary part of Jesus' training
p r o g r a m . He wasn't teaching
ideas—He was training people.
Walking with Jesus is not limited to
His physical presence. While the disciples were scattered and demoralized
by Jesus' seeming defeat at Calvary,
His promise to be with them was
fulfilled at Pentecost. Jesus was just as
much present among the Eleven in the
Upper Room as He had been in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Discovering
that great truth breathed new life and
boldness into each disciple.
Nor were the disciples relieved of
the discipline Jesus had imposed on
t h e m when He was with t h e m
physically. The Holy Spirit did not
retreat with them into a private
counselling chamber. He continued to
work among them in the intimate
circle of the group. So it still is today.
In the words of the Apostle Paul (Col.
3) now we "teach each other," in love.
No one of us has all the truth, but that
truth which we do have, we must share
and it can be confirmed by the discernment of the group.
Once this truth, that Jesus is with
us, sinks in, we begin to discover why
we need each other so much. We are
not able to receive all of Jesus in a
private encounter with Him. He comes
to us through the sister and brother.
We can never be sure when some new
experience with Christ will happen.
Being together, with Jesus in our
midst, is full of surprises. Sometimes
the little child happens to be the
teacher. Sometimes the person with
the most thorny personality tells us the
truth that hurts—but is needed.
One of the greatest comforts among
trained disciples is the care for the
erring brother or sister. (Gal. 6:1-10).
Our mutual love demands the best for
each person so we will not allow sin to
enter and destroy our fellowship. Let's
remember that while Judas may have
sinned first in his heart, he did not and
could not have betrayed his Master

until he broke with the circle of the
disciples.
There is a lesson from Jesus and His
disciples that 1 think we must look at
together. As I see Jesus working
among sinners. He never needed a
helper for that—in all His healing and
touching and speaking He never
needed three hands, or two mouths.
The tasks He accomplished could be
done with one frail body. You see,
there was enough wholeness in Jesus
that He could risk going outside the
love circle to help the needy sinner.
Jesus was doing that all the time—the
Gospels are filled with accounts of
such ministry. We can only conclude
that He has a similar ministry in mind
for us now (John 20:21). If I wait to go
and love and serve until someone else
is willing to go with me, I'll too often
have an excuse to not start going.
It is a tough and hard lesson to
learn—that we go out into the sinful
world alone. But that is what Jesus
did. Discipleship training is for service
in a sinful world—where the environment is bad, not good. But Jesus' work
is there! So is ours.
Without the support and love of the
circle of the Twelve we could not go
out into the world. In fact, I am sure
that Jesus needed that circle too.
Jesus' plan for bringing sinners back
into fellowship with God, is through
the circle of the fellowship of disciples.
The disciples had a tendency to be
exclusive—keeping others outside.
Jesus, on the other hand, was always
welcoming people into the circle. The
disciples tried to prevent children from
getting to Him. Jesus wasn't like that.
He loved children. He worked as
easily and significantly with women as
with men. Jesus had a place for
everyone.
This vision of a place for everyone
has been an important part of our
Brethren in Christ fellowship. But that
vision can easily be lost. Without
stirring up our pure minds we can so
easily see other things and lose sight of
some of our own people. Let me share
a few words from a sermon at a recent
General Conference, showing the importance of our helping each other to
g r o w — f r o m the oldest to t h e
youngest—from the least to the
greatest. I am quoting from Brother
Owen Alderfer:
"I am discovering that the way to grow
is through encounter and relationships.
I grow when 1 meet you and when I am
touched by your life,—when I am
bugged by you and b o t h e r e d by
you—and troubled by you. How can 1
grow if I have no confrontations—no
challenge? This is a life of accountability. I am afraid of a faith that implies no
to page eleven
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"Down to Their
Last Penny"
C. W. Boyer
"Will you help open a d o o r . . . ? "
This appeal for "help" refers to a
"door that has been closed for centuries . . . The door to the Moslem
world, long closed, is at last opening
for Christ." The appeal continues:
"Will you help put God's Word into
Moslem hearts. . . YES! LET'S ACT
W H I L E T H E DOOR T O M O S L E M
H E A R T S IS O P E N . " A form is then
provided by which donations may be
sent to the sponsoring agency.

This is a good cause! Then why

should I be concerned about it? Here is
the reason: This is representative of
appeals which come into many of our
Sunday schools in connection with our
adult Sunday school literature. My
concern is that the contributions, so
urgently solicited, are to be sent to the
sponsoring agency, the publisher's
"Foundation."
What should be our response to this,
and to other legitimate appeals which
come to us continually through the
mail, the radio, the TV, or otherwise?
I believe we would agree that our first
responsibility is to support the causes
for which the Brethren in Christ
Church has made herself responsible,
to realize that these causes are also our
individual responsibility, and that they
can only succeed as we personally
support them.
The responsibility of the Board of
Benevolence has to do with meeting
the physical and material needs of the
church, both in the local cong r e g a t i o n s , as well as a t t h e
denominational level. The Board is
now sensing that it needs to play a
broader and more active role in
meeting its responsibilities, (See
"Benevolence: A Test of Faith" in the
July 25, 1977, Visitor), and it must
The writer, now retired and living in
Baltimore. Md.. has been an active Brethren in
Christ layman at both the congregational and
denominational level.

April 10, 1978

depend on the financial support of the
church in order to carry on its work.
The Board of Christian Education
performs a vital service to the church,
in helping to provide an effective
program of Christian education in the
local congregations, which will lead to
conversion, Christian growth, church
membership, and Christian service.
Contributions to this Board make it
possible for the Board to carry on its
work effectively.
Contributions to our Board for
Missions provide the means for this
Board to carry on its program of
evangelism. Contributions to this
Board, designated for relief purposes,
are disbursed through the Mennonite
Central Committee, on which the
Brethren in Christ have representation, and also through Brethren in
Christ channels. (See Item 2, c. and d.,
page 94. 1976 General Conference
Minutes.)
The 1977 Annual report of M C C
was included as an insert in the March
10 issue of the Visitor. This release
gives a report of the extensive efforts
to relieve human suffering in many
parts of the world, carried on in the
name, and in the spirit, of Christ. We
can be grateful that your dollars and
mine, and the offerings from our Sunday schools and congregations helped
to make these efforts possible. It is
also a satisfaction to know that these
dollars have been wisely and effectively spent. And I repeat that these
efforts can only be successfully carried
on as we given them our financial
support.
I do not mean to imply that every
dollar we give must be to a Brethren in
Christ cause. This would be a legalistic
attitude, and imply an unwarranted
restriction. But before we send our
offering to some cause, which may
have an urgent, even legitimate,
appeal, p e r h a p s we should ask

ourselves whether these dollars may
also be needed by a cause or agency
for which the Brethren in Christ
Church is responsible—for which / am
responsible.
I think the question becomes relevant when we consider our response in
meeting the budgets of our General
Boards. In the editorial in the
December 10 issue of the Visitor, this
response was reviewed (with a degree
of "admonition," I would say), and
our personal responsibility was strongly emphasized. We were reminded that
"the church—you and I—have created
these agencies . . . [and] when it comes
to meeting the budget, again it is not
'they,' it is 'we' who raise it. It is not
'he,' it is 'I'."
As you recall, Paul was engaged at
one time in obtaining offerings from
various congregations to help "the
p o o r s a i n t s " in J e r u s a l e m (a
"benevolence" need in the early
church.) In making his appeal to the
Corinthian church, he challenged
them by referring to the liberality of
the Macedonian church. Paul's approach here is interesting. Notice what
he said about the Macedonians:
"Somehow in most difficult circumstances, their overflowing joy and
the fact of being down to their last
penny themselves,
(italics mine),
produced a manificent concern for
other people. I can guarantee that they
were willing to give to the limit of their
means (italics mine), yes and beyond
their means, without the slighest
urging from me or anybody else" (II
Cor. 8:2, 3 Phillips). Then appealing
directly to the Corinthians, he said: "I
should like it to be a spontaneous gift,
and not money squeezed out of you . . .
Let everyone give as his heart tells
him, neither grudgingly nor under
compulsion, for God loves the man
who gives cheerfully" (II Cor. 9:5b, 7
Phillips).
M a y we p r a y f o r a g r e a t e r
awareness of, and concern for, the
spiritual and physical needs of our
fellowmen, and then seek guidance of
the Holy Spirit as to where to give and
how much to give. In this connection,
the Editor of the Visitor (in the above
article), after speaking appreciatively
of Brethren in Christ giving, stating
that " W e rank high a m o n g
denominations in our per member
giving," then made this significant and
challenging observation: "I doubt if
many of us have really sacrificed in the
real meaning of the word."
Do you think there is any likelihood
that our liberality, motivated by "a
magnificent concern for other people,"
might match that of the Macodonian

church: "down to their last penny . . .
to the limit of their means, yes and
beyond their means?"
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Tokyo Impressions
Miriam Bowers

Awakened by the steady, diabolical
hum of an approaching dive-bombing
mosquito, I hastily jerked the covers
over my head. But the splotches on my
face the next morning revealed that I
was too late. Having visited Japan
about eight years ago, 1 remembered
vividly the hordes of cockroaches
which we encountered then, but I had
not recalled the blood-thirsty mosquitos, nor that I was especially
vulnerable. But in spite of only a few
cockroaches and a multitide of mosquitos to greet me, 1 managed to settle
into a routine fairly easily and quickly.
(Miss Bowers, who had been librarian
at Messiah College since 1970, began
a Voluntary Service assignment in
Tokyo in September 1977.)
This is really a record of second
impressions because having been here
before, I can never again have true
first impressions. My memories tell
me, however, that the westernization
of Japan has made rapid strides since
my former visit. The streets are filled
with hurrying throngs, almost all
dressed in western clothing except on
special occasions. There is little to
distinguish Tokyo from any other
large city except for the narrow streets
and the overwhelming presence of
Japanese faces, without the infinite
variety that one finds in American
cities. As I waited for the bus one day,
idly watching passing high school
students, I suddenly saw a school bag
with " U C L A Bruins" and I wondered
for a moment whether 1 was really in a
foreign country. But when I saw the
short black-haired people queuing up
beside me for the bus, I realized I am a
tall stranger in a foreign land. In
6

Tokyo, however, there are so many
foreigners that even in our suburban
section of town few people give me a
second glance.
In comparison to loud, effervescent
Americans, the Japanese are much
more subdued. For example, people
riding on public buses are quiet, with
few carrying on a conversation. As I
walk along the streets to catch a
second bus early in the morning, I
meet hundreds of people hurrying to
the trains but I hear only their
footsteps as they pass rapidly along
the street, with almost no conversational accompaniment. While they
are always ready and even offer to give
help in finding directions, there is
almost no communication between
strangers of their own race. Each
dwells in his private little world.
As I attended the church service at
the Koganei Church the first Sunday
after my arrival in Japan with the
Graybills, I was surprised by the
whole-hearted open welcome. There
was a bountiful carry-in dinner with
many distinctly American dishes
among them, clearly the tangible
results of the many cooking lessons
and secrets shared by Lucille Graybill
down through the years. The welcome
was really for John and Lucille
Graybill, back from furlough, but I
felt I was included and immediately
felt at home. I had assumed I might be
held a bit at arms length until I had
proved myself and had won my own
way, but I felt "in" from the very
beginning. Having an insatiable
curiosity, I tried as many possible
of the Japanese dishes and found that I
like them very much.

I have been impressed with the
strength and maturity of the church
m e m b e r s — t h e fervency of their
prayers, the burden carried by many
for others in need, the readiness of
individuals to respond voluntarily in
prayer, their openness in sharing their
problems and needs in testimony, the
vigor of their participation in singing,
as well as the excellence of the singing.
As I looked over the congregation
during the first service I was in, and
have observed many times since, I was
impressed by the many people who
were taking careful notes on the sermon or who noted prayer requests. I
have since found that many people
carry a notebook especially for sermon notes, using a page or whatever is
necessary for each Sunday successively. I, too, carried a piece of paper, but
my notes were predigested since John
thoughtfully gives me an English outline of the sermon when he preaches.
This helps greatly because one of the
most difficult parts of adjustment is
listening to a service but understanding nothing.
The congregation is made up almost
entirely of professional people. I saw
no one among the group who appeared
to be a laborer. Along with this observation is the apparent presence of
many more women than men. There
are few or no children in the congregation because the Sunday School
precedes the church service and almost
all the children go home afterward.
My VS assignment is the teaching
of English to various groups of
Japanese who come eager to learn.
Before coming, I held mental reservations as to the value of English
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Above: An informal discussion time at the February meeting of the churches.

Notes from Yamaguchi
Martin Zook

teaching as a means of evangelism.
But as I watch the many who come for
English instruction, I realize that there
would be no contact at all if it were not
for this avenue of approach. This is the
only thing which we offer to them
which they, in turn, gladly receive. By
using every opportunity to present
more than English, one can gradually
present something of a Christian
testimony.
I have found the people who come
to adult English classes to be especially friendly and open, willing to discuss
anything that comes up. They are
eager to learn about the United States
and ask interested questions about
family and American life styles, child
rearing, education, and even about
death and dying. I have been invited
into a number of homes and have
found this a rewarding experience.
Many of them are more modern and
more westernized than I had anticipated.
While there is the possibility that in
time, the teaching of English may
grow boring, it is not yet true for me. I
am finding the teaching, the country,
the people to be interesting and the
whole experience to be a valuable and
rewarding one.

According to the twelve-year cycle
of the Orient, 1978 is the Year of the
Horse. The Japanese think of the
Horse Year as a good year, "a year
when the w o m e n have e n o u g h
money." In my New Year's greetings
to my students and church people, I
suggested that they:
1. Work like a horse.
2. Don't horse around.
3. Let God teach you. Follow His
advice. Don't depend upon your
own horse sense. Then I quoted
Psalms 32:8-9.
This year marks the 25th year of the
mission work in Yamaguchi Ken. The
work began at Hagi. The young people
from this church have gone out as far
as Hokkaido. Because people went to
other nearby cities, Nagato and
Shimonoseki have developed
churches. From Nagato the church at
Takibe came into being. So from one
church has come four churches with
their own leaders, as well as many
other people scattered all over Japan
who are assisting in churches in their
own areas. The work in Tokyo was
also begun in part because of the many
people moving there to live.
The Yamaguchi Ken churches held
their annual Conference on February
11. It was a good time for fellowship,
business, and planning for the future.

(The enclosed photos were taken at
this meeting.) The next combined
meeting will be the camp meeting to
be held April 29-30.
A milestone in the life of the
Yamaguchi Ken churches comes in
April, with the churches sending a
young man to seminary. Some have
gone to Bible school, but this is the
first man being sent to seminary, and
the first to be sponsored in his
s c h o o l i n g by t h e c o m b i n e d
Y a m a g u c h i Ken c h u r c h e s . M r .
Hirokawa who came to know Christ
through the ministry of Mr. Tojo in
Shimonoseki graduates from college
in March. Please remember him in
prayer.
Two brethren from the Yamaguchi
churches will be in the United States
for part of the summer. Mr. Okano
from the Hagi church will be the
representative to the Anniversary
Conference of the North American
church at Grantham in July. Mr. Tojo
is the representative to the Mennonite
World Conference in Kansas later in
July, but since he can spend about 40
days in the United States, he plans to
attend General Conference as well.

Right: Young men from the Shimonoseki
Church. On the left is Mr. Imamura, a university
student who has requested baptism. Mr.
Hirokawa, center, begins seminary studies this
April, sponsored by the Yamaguchi churches.
Mr. Susuki, right, is a high school teacher and
assists Mr. Tojo in leadership responsibilities at
Shimonseki.

Marlin and Ruth Zook and family, missionaries located in Nishiichi, begin a furlough
in the United Stales in June 1978.
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Problems the Good Samaritan Never Had

Warm Hearts—Cool Heads
Material aid distribution always has
been, still is, and should continue to be
an important part of the Mennonite
Central Committee's Christian
ministry to human need. This statement reflects the working policy, as
approved by the MCC board at its
recent annual meeting, regarding the
role of material aid in the ministry of
MCC.
"Relief deserves to exist along with
education, evangelism, medicine, and
development in a comprehensive
ministry to human suffering," the
policy s t a t e m e n t says. " R e l i e f
ministers to the neediest while
development works with those who
respond and who are often not the
neediest."
The need for material items is illustrated in MCC's 1977 year-end
statistics which show that 25 percent
of the organization's resources were in
the form of wheat, canned meat,
powdered milk, yard goods, bedding,
school kits, health kits, sewing kits
and other commodities.
However, the question of how to do
relief work is more complex today
than it was in the years immediately
following World War II when millions
of pounds of food, bedding, clothing
and medical supplies were shipped to
Europe each year.
"In the years immediately following
World War II we were dealing with
educated, developed people who were
temporarily dislocated," explains
Edgar Stoesz, associate executive
secretary for overseas services. "They
had had control of their own lives, and
needed some temporary help until they
could get back on the track. The
people we are working with today in
the Third World have been suffering
endemic poverty for two or three
generations with no hope in sight."
"A relief program may be effective
in ministering to human suffering, but
there is always the danger of creating
dependencies if the situation does not
improve and it is necessary to continue
the program for more than several
months," the policy statement points
out.
This conclusion is verified by Henry
R. Fast, M C C agriculturists in Bihar,
the area of India into which much
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relief aid poured following a major
famine in 1967-68. "Perhaps the most
important mistake we made was that
the relief-oriented work was carried on
much too long after the emergency
period of the famine had ended," Fast
notes.
"Even today after being in India for
two years 'preaching' development I
still hear people saying that I have
come here to do relief work. Others
refer to me as the 'relief sahib'."
"Continued free food distribution
creates a dependency on it and the
recipients are likely to be angry when
the supply ceases," reports David
Birky, country representative in Haiti.
"It creates a no-win situation. It is our
observation that many Haitians are
looking for and expecting free foreign
food since they have become accustomed to it, and when it is not given
they become angry and feel they are
being denied something that is their
right."

"Prices are very localized," Stoesz
explains. "When a big truckload of
outside food rolls in, prices stop. All
farmers know that good prices are the
key. MCC agriculturists are working
to improve local production and the
local market—-sometimes bringing
food in works against them."
The same situation can apply with
other commodities. A large shipment
of used clothing can bankrupt local
entrepreneurs who are trying to earn a
living by getting a small business in
making clothing going.
Even when an emergency such as a
famine, earthquake, flood, or the
cyclone which recently struck India
means that emergency relief work is
unquestionably needed, difficult
decisions must be made. A primary
consideration is whether to ship from
North America, or whether to
purchase the supplies in a nearby
region if they are available.
Several factors affect the decision.

It is to the credit of the Merinonite Central C o m m i t t e e that an
article with this kind of openness and candor is released to its
s u p p o r t i n g constituencies. It is evidence of trust in the understanding of the constituencies that MCC felt free to share
this article. These p r o b l e m s are real to any relief agency which
is sincere in a ministry that has integrity. Our c o n f i d e n c e should
be increased as an organization takes us into its confidence
with this kind of candor and this evidence of trust. (Editor).

Relief agencies contributing to a
situation such as Birky describes are
simply operating a welfare system in
foreign countries similar to the welfare
system operated by North American
governments.
Continued distribution of material
aid also disrupts the local economy.
Although that may seem like an exaggerated statement from a North
American perspective, North
Americans must remember that roads
and railways are poor or nonexistent
in many parts of the Third World.
Poor countries have no nationwide
livestock or grain market such as
exists in Chicago, nor do many have
radio stations on which to announce
the going prices even if such a market
were to exist.

An important one is time. " W e have
to get the supplies ready and to the
port, reserve space on a ship and then
allow time for sailing," Stoesz explains the shipping procedure. "In
Third World harbors the facilities are
limited and ships must sometimes wait
several months before dock and
warehouse space is available for them
to unload. Depending on where we are
shipping to, a crop of wheat can
sometimes be planted, grow and be
harvested in the time it takes a shipment of wheat to arrive from North
America."
Sending supplies by air is extremely
expensive, and the red tape involved in
chartering a plane can also waylay the
shipping until the emergency is past,
to page eleven
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The Brethren in Christ explain themselves in a few well-chosen words. The
constitution of the original Conference states simply its
NAME

"The name of the organization shall be the BRETHREN IN
CHRIST CHURCH."

OBJECT

"The object of the organization is to promote worship of
Almighty God and to disseminate His gospel."

The duty of the Board for Missions is

SECOND
QUARTER

1978

(9) "To establish churches in other nations with the intent that they
become indigenous Gospel-propagating, national churches,
and to assist such churches through the various stages of
development until, upon the approval of the General Conference
of the Brethren in Christ Church in the United States of America
and Canada they become autonomous, self-governing bodies
under their own Manual of Doctrine and Government."

THE WORLD-WIDE FELLOWSHIP OF BRETHREN IN
CHRIST CHURCHES IN 1978—INCLUDES:

Founded
1953

ca. 1778

Brethren in Christ Church

B
Japan

Canada and United States
Moderator - R. Donald Shafer
Secretary - Arthur M. Climenhaga
Treasurer - Ray M. Musser

1898

YAMAGUCHI BRETHREN IN CHRIST FELLOWSHIP
Chairman - Takanobu Tojo
TOKYO—NUKUI MINAMI CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Pastor - Hirotoshi Hashimoto

1954

Abazalwane Baka Kristu
Rhodesia

La Iglesia Los Hermanos en Cristo
Cuba

Bishop - P. M. Kumalo
Chief Administering Officer pro tern -1. Mpofu
Secretary - Lot Senda
Treasurer - Iddo Kumalo

Pastor & President - Juana Garcia
Secretary - Matias Rodriquez
Treasurer - Rafael Curbelo

1907

1965

Imbungano YaBunyina

La Iglesia Los Hermanos en Cristo
Nicaragua

Zambia
President - Enrique Palacios
Secretary - Cilia Caparro
Treasurer - Antonio Moreno

Bishop - William Silungwe
Secretary - Marshall Poe
Treasurer - Jonah Munsanje

1914

wim
Chair - Hem K. Paul
Secretary - Luke Murmu
Treasurer - Surendra Roy

Denominational Headquarters (North America)

India

301 North Elm Street
Nappanee, Indiana 46550
(219)773-3164

BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
Box 149, Elizabethtown,

PA 17022 • Ft. 1, Stevensville,
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Brethren in Christ Missions Directory
Second Quarter 1978
MISSIONS-OVERSEAS
Rhodesia
P. M. Kumalo, Bishop, Fuller Theological
Seminary, 135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101
Bishop's Office; P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Isaac Mpofu, Acting Bishop
Robert and Carolyn Mann, P. O. Box 223,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Nancy Kreider, Dorchester
House, 102
Jameson St., Box 14, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Matopo Book Centre: P. O. Box 554,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock
Edna Switzer
Stations with no currently assigned personnel:
Matopo Mission
Mtshabezi Mission
Phumula Mission
Wanezi Mission

Madhipura Mission
Purnea Mission
Other Ministries—India:
FEBA: 7, Commissariat Road, Bangalore,
India 560-025
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
Allahabad
Bible Seminary, 20 Stanley
Road, Allahabad U.P., India 211-002
William and Mary Hoke
12/A Underhill Lane, Delhi, India 110-054
Joseph and Marietta Smith

Zambia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa
Velma Brillinger
William Silungwe, Bishop
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 2733, Lusaka,
Zambia, Africa
Ira and Miriam Stern
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien (until May 2)
Eunice Bert*
Mary Olive Lady
Dennis Myers*
John Snyder*
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 83, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Abram Bert*
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Levi and Sandra Brubaker
Macha Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 340,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert
Mary Biser*
Mary Bricker
Rachel Copenhaver
Marilyn Ebersole
Janette Engle*
Shirley Heisey
Richard and Marlene Martin (until April
13)
Kathleen Rixon*
John and Esther Spurrier*
Philip and Elaine Thuma*
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Nathan and Catherine Bert*
Robert Brubaker (Until April 20)
Edith Miller
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Chester and Mildred Sollenberger*
Slkalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Fannie Longenecker
Marshall and Eleanor Poe
Slkalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Loraine Buckwalter
Mary Heisey

Nicaragua
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Bert and Marian Sider
Apartado 4663, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Charles and Cara Musser

India
Stations with no currently assigned personnel:
Banmankhi Mission

Japan
Superintendent's Residence: 309-15, 4
Chome, Hana-Koganei,
Kodaira,
Tokyo,
Japan 187
John and Lucille Graybill
Miriam Bowers*
Jay Smith*
Cho shoji, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura
Gun, Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan 750-04
Marlin and Ruth Zook

MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert, Box 50,
Grantham, PA 17027
Loraine Buckwalter, R. D. 2, Box 49A,
Birdsboro, PA 19508
Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien, 1265 Main St.,
Snover, Ml 48472 (after May 2)
Mary E. Heisey, R.D. 2, Box 550,
Mount Joy, PA 17552
Samuel and Joyce King, R.D. 1, Box 110,
Belleville, PA 17004
Frank and Blanche Kipe, R. D. 6, Box 180,
Waynesboro, PA 17268
Henry and Edna Kreider, 34 E. Washington
St., Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Nancy Kreider, Box 4, Grantham, PA
17027
Erma Lehman, R. D. I, Box 301C,
Chambersburg, PA 17201
Dorothy Martin, Box 4, Grantham, PA
17027
Richard and Marlene Martin, R. D. 4, Box
1820, Lebanon, PA 17042 (after April 13)
Jacob and Nancy Shenk, Fuller Theological
Seminary, 135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101
Lois Jean Sider, R. D. 1, Wellandport, Ontario, Canada LOR 2J0
Sharon Weisser, 9925 Lapp Rd., Clarence
Center, NY 14032
Leora Yoder, 910 S. 17th St., Harrisburg PA
17104

SELF-SUPPORTING
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, 402 W. Animas
St., Farmington, NM 87401
Lee and Lois Isaacs, Macha Mission
Hospital, P. O. Box 340, Choma, Zambia, Africa
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester House,
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia
Dorothy Martin, Dorchester House, 102
Jameson St., Box 14, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Richard and Deborah Sisco, 163 Academy
St., Wilkes-Barre.PA 18702

Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private Bag
RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa
MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA
Canada
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0
Raymond and Sandra Sider
George and Marlene Comfort
Shirley Dyck
Agnes Epp
Anna Frey*
Joseph and Karen McNaughton
Paul Moore
Barbara Musser
Robert and Debbie Nigh
Valarie Stump
Marlene Tiessen
Valerie Warriner*
United States
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
246E.Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457
Samuel and Ruth Minter*
Daniel Farina
Sharon Cripe*
Janet Hykes
Beverly Myers*
Leland Mylin*
Jesse Wolgemuth*
Spring Lake Retreat
R.R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790
Ray and Miriam Heisey*
Samuel and Cora Bert*
Labish Village, Salem, Ore.
4383 Dover Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Leon Burkholder*
New Mexico (Navajo Mission)
Star Route, 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413
Marion and Rachel Heisey
Howard Engle*
Richard and Sara Engle*
Deborah Fox*
Philip Frey*
Rose Hamilton*
Warren and Connie Hoffman
Anna Marie Hoover
John and Lucille Landis*
Joanne Light*
Edith Merkey*
June Musser*
Janet E. Oberholtzer*
Joseph and Marlene Reese*
Donald and Marion Sider*
Loran Smucker*
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner
Keith Tyson*
Stephen L. Tyson*
Mark Wideman*
Cecil and Rae Werito
John Peter Yazzie
Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley
Brethren in Christ Ministries)
Box 150, Pharr, Texas 78577
LeRoy Eberly, Team Leader
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif.
94110
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt.
Elaine Bender*
Judy Eberly*
Keith S. Engle*
Timothy Geiman*
Jennifer Myers*
Carlos and Ruth Rosado*
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107
Murlyn and Janice Enlow*
Gary and Anita Rogers*

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. Howard Rensberry
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada SOJ 2T0)
United States
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. Richard Lehman
(P.O. Box 55, Blandburg)
Brooklyn
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225
Rev. Grafton Forbes
Callaway (Adney Gap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Gene Craighead (R. 1, Box 48)
Columbia (Beulah Chapel)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Robert Shanklin
(Box 393A, Sano Rt„ Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Columbia (Bloomington)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Terry Burton
Columbia (Millerfields)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Edgar Giles
(R. 3, Columbia, KY 42728)
Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45404
Rev. John Pawelski (835 Herman Ave.)
DeRossett
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583
Rev. Irving Parker
(R. 9, Box 218)
Hlllman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. Levi Troyer
(Box 354, Mio, Mich. 48647)
Hlllsvllle (Bethel)
Hillsville, Va.
Dr. James DeBoe
(R. 4, Hillsville, Va. 24343)
Hunlock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa.
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603)
Knlfley (Knifley Chapel)
Knifley, Ky. 42753
Rev. Gaylerd Miller (R.D. 1)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. William Fetrow(Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)
Unlontown (Searights)
Uniontown, Pa. 15401
Rev. Wm. H. Martin
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422)

EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada
Klrkland Lake
Rev. Amos H. Buckwalter
(11 Hillcrest Dr., Kirkland Lake, Ontario
P2N 3M6)
Prince Albert (Community Brethren in
Christ Church)
Rev. Herb Anderson
(101-3350B 4th Ave. W. Saskatoon,
Sask. S6V 6J8)
United States
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue)
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md.
Rev. Marvin Keller
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221)
Campbellsvllie
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718
Rev. Earl Hess

Cincinnati (Western Hills Church)
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Rev. Dale Allison
(P.O. Box 11241)
Des Moines (Oak Park)
Rev. Harold Jackson (3840 W. 14th St.,
Des Moines, Iowa 50313)
Dublin (Highland Park)
Dublin, Va.
Rev. Orvin White
(32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, Va. 24343)
Hanover (Conewago)
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331
Rev. Kenneth Reid (212) Krug Ave.)
Masslllon (Amherst)
8650 Beatty St., N.W., Massillon, Ohio
Rev. Atlee Hershberger
(852 Amherst, N.E., 44646)
McMlnnvllle (Rolling Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Rodger L. McCann (401 Pace St.)
Moreno
Moreno, Calif. 92360
Rev. Samuel Fisher
(13831 Redlands Blvd.)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Larry Steffee (741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. David Buckwalter (Box 95)
Portland (New Life)
4200 S.E. Jennings Ave., Portland, OR
97222
Rev. John Fries
(18340 S.E. Willamette Dr.)
Roanoke (Valley View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Calvin Hamblin
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24019)
Smlthvllle (Pomeroy Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
Rev. Charles Ankney (R. 3, Box 262)
South Hagerstown (Van Lear)
4 Van Lear Dr., Williamsport, MD 21795
Rev. Clarence Brubaker (2713 Buford Dr.)
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church)
Heacock & Meyers, Sunnymead, CA 92388
Rev. Kevin Longenecker (12880 Heacock)

URBAN MINISTRIES
Personnel serving in urban North America,
having an administrative relationship with
the Office of Urban Ministries.
Dwain Harwick*, Christian Stronghold Missionary Society, 658 N. 52nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19131
John and Velorous Shearer, 56 Edison St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES
'Other personnel serving in Voluntary Service are listed under the unit to which
assigned in other departments of the
DIRECTORY.
Brethren In Christ Missions Office
P.O. Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Carla Dahlstrom
Serving Under MCC
Janet Barclay, P.O. Box 8056, Lusaka, Zambia
Martha E. Byers, P.O. Box 100, Dulac, LA
70353
Jan Harmon, 3369 18th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20010
Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lusaka,
Zambia
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, MCC, Jalan
Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, Indonesia

BRETHREN IN CHRIST
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Jean Barker, Fuller Theological Seminary,
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA
91101 (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Ellen Bushnell, Hildenborough Hall, Otford
Hills, Sevenoaks, Kent, England TN15
6XL Hildenborough Hall)
David and Florence Carlson, P. O. Box 141
Monte Carlo, Monaco (Trans
World
Radio)
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third
St., Williamsport, Pa. 17701 (American
Rescue Workers Mission)
Premnath S. Dick, 2050 Second Ave., New
York, N. Y. 10029 (East Harlem Interfaith)
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies
(Unevangelized Fields Mission)
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 0002 South
Africa (Sponsored by The Evangelical
Alliance Mission)
Leslie Engle, Out-Spokin, Box 370, Elkhart,
46515 (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Joe and Elaine Haines, 1015 S. 15th St.,
Goshen, IN 46526 (Mennonite Board of
Missions
Carol Heise, Fuller Theological Seminary,
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101
(Mennonite Board of Missions)
Beverly
Johnson,
Spanish
Language
Institute, Apartado 10240, San Jose,
Costa Rica, CA (Bible Club Movement,
Inc.)
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore
560005, India (Youth tor Christ)
Thomas Pasquarello, Box 59, Grantham, PA
17027, (Inter Varsity Christian
Fellowship)
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas,
Mexico (Christian Children's Fund)
Donald and Mildred Ressler,
(Central
Alaskan
Missions,
Inc.) Glennallen,
Alaska 99588
W. Edward and Martha Rickman, 1609
Chapel Pike, Marion, IN 46952 (World
Gospel Mission)
Betty Lou Sider, P.O. Box 90-B, Port-auPrince, Haiti, West Indies (OMS International)
Winnie E. Thuma, United Mission to Nepal,
Katmandu 126, Nepal (United Mission to
Nepal)
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican
Evangelistic Mission)
Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O. Box 51, Quezon
City, Philippines 3001 (Campus Crusade
for Christ)
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 538 Pebble
Rd., Duncanville, Texas 75116 (Wyciiffe
Bible Translators)

VOLUNTARY SERVICE
PERSONNEL SERVING IN
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
INSTITUTIONS
Messiah Home
2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17111
Shari Sides
Mile High Pines Camp
Angelus Oaks, Calif. 92305
Jesse Ensminger
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy., Upland, CA 91786
Cheryl Hill
Bruce Rissinger

The Pageant Production Committee Announces
Ticket Reservation Policy

Preference — Beyond 50 Miles
The Production Committee for
Brethren in Christ is encouraging
families in the Church to use the ticket
reservation card in the Conference
Information insert of the February 25
issue of Evangelical Visitor to ensure
their reservations for the pageant performance of their choice.
The pageant is slated for three
performances: the first on Tuesday
evening, July 4; the second on
Thursday evening, July 6; and the final
performance on Friday evening, July
7.
Because many of those attending
Conference from a distance will need
to leave the grounds before the
Thursday or Friday performances, the
Production Committee is requesting
that those who live nearby—within 50
miles of Grantham—give preference
for the Tuesday performance to those
who have journeyed greater distances

Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the

Anniversary Sunday
June 4
This Sunday has been designated as
a time for the church-at-large to
observe the 200th Anniversary of the
Brethren in Christ Church. Planning
and promotion of the service for this
observance will be under the direction
of the local pastor.
A specially designed bulletin for
Sunday, June 4, will feature the
following on its front cover:
*The Jacob Engel Home.
*An illustration of one of the early
places where the brethren held
their services.
*Final resting place of Jacob Engel.
This place is designated by the
original tombstone in Reich's
Cemetery.
*A composite picture of an artist's
concept of Jacob Engel.
About 25% of the back of the
bulletin will be given to the legend of
the illustrations on the front; and this
is being prepared by Morris Sider. The
remaining space is given to the
General Conference Moderator for his
message.
7
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to attend Conference activities. After
June 1, if seats are still available, the
Tuesday performance will be opened
for general admission.
Tickets for any of the performances
can be acquired as follows:
Those who wish to be assured of
reserved tickets for a particular
performance should mail in the
ticket reservation card from the
Visitor before June 1. However, do
not send money with the card.
Those who have reserved their
tickets will be able to pick them up
and pay for them when they register
for Conference or by stopping at the
Conference Information Center
anytime during Conference.
Providing seats are still available,
tickets will be on sale for those
w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n s at t h e
Conference Information Center
during the day and at the ticket
M C C Relief Sales Calendar
The MCC Relief Sales program is
moving into its 22nd season. The first
sale was held at Morgantown, PA in
1957. This source of support has continued to grow.
The 1977 income to MCC from
these relief sales in both Canada and
United States was $1.2 million.
The following is a calendar of
remaining sales scheduled during 1978
in areas of reasonable proximity to
Brethren in Christ congregations.
New Hamburg, Ontario
Mary 27
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
June 17
Fairview, Michigan
August 5
Kidron, Ohio
August 5
Goshen, Indiana
September 23
Fishersville, Virginia
September 30
Rocky Ford, Colorado
October 21
Gap, Pennsylvania
November
Fairview, Oklahoma
November 25

office in the Eisenhower Campus
Center before each evening perform a n c e . T h o s e who have not
returned the reservation cards
should be able to purchase tickets
when they arrive on the Conference
grounds for the performance.
The seating capacity of Brubaker
Auditorium, where the pageant is to
be presented, is 1,400. With three
performances scheduled, the Committee does not anticipate any
problems with people being unable to
find seats. However, returning the
reservation card is insurance against
being disappointed!
The decision not to collect money or
mail tickets in advance is part of the
Committee's effort to keep the costs of
the pageant at a modest level and to
keep ticket prices within everyone's
reach—$2.00 for adults and $1.00 for
children under 12.

Religious News
U.S. Jews Criticize New Israeli
Law Against Christians
Jewish leaders from many quarters have
joined Christians in "strongly opposing" a
new Israeli law making it a prison offense
to offer material benefits to get anyone to
convert to another religion.
R a b b i M a r c H. T a n e n b a u m , interreligious affairs d i r e c t o r of the
American Jewish Committee feels that
"the sweeping provisions of the law could
compromise the civil liberties of legitimate
Christian bodies."
"Jews have suffered more than enough
from denial of religious liberty," especially
in a Jewish state."
House, Senate Agree on
Mandatory Retirement at 70
U.S. House and Senate conferees have
agreed on legislation which would raise the
mandatory retirement age in the private
sector from 65 to 70 years.
A conference deadlock, which had tied
up the bill since October, was broken when
the Senate agreed to House provisions
lifting all mandatory retirement based on
age for most federal workers.
to page eleven
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NAE Gleanings
The National Assocation of Evangelicals met in annual
convention, February 21-23, in Minneapolis.
The convention planners were aware of the growing
visibility of evangelicals and the concomitant opportunity
and responsibility. Workshops and public sessions focused
on the evangelical responsibility in today's world, with
Micah 6:8 as the theme Scripture for the convention.
Carl Lundquist, president of Bethel College and
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., was elected president of NAE.
Floyd Robertson, secretary of NAE's Office of Public
Affairs, Washington, D.C., was selected as Layman of the
Year.
Brethren in Christ continue to be actively related
to NAE. Paul Hostetler is the denomination's representative to the N A E Board of Administration on which
board Lona Climenhaga also now serves as a member.
Alvin C. Burkholder, who for many years was chairman of
NAE's Stewardship Commission, is assisting in a fund
raising effort for NAE capital funds. Dr. Martin Schrag
serves as secretary and Dr. Ronald Sider as a member of
the Social Action Commission. Glen Pierce is a member of
the Evangelical Home Missions Association. Dr. Arthur
Climenhaga served as chairman of the nominating committee.
Following are gleanings of public sessions, workshops,
and statements of the recent convention.
Dr. Timothy Smith, professor of history, Johns Hopkins
University. " W e meet today at a moment of world-wide
awareness that evangelicals have won an unexpected
position of power and influence in American society and in
many of the developing Third World nations.
"The history of modern evangelicalism includes far
more than the Puritan tradition and the circle of Reformed
Christianity. Most denominations draw upon at least two
and probably more evangelical traditions, as well as upon
others generated in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Evangelical history requires precisely what Scripture
demands: mutual acceptance, mutual love and a humble
walk of service to one another and to a bleeding world.
Evangelicals must walk, fulfilling the promise of faithful
men of the past from whom we have received the light of
the gospel; acknowledging dependence on a revelation of
God which meets us at the point of deepest human need;
within history and beyond it.
"This biblical and historical call to do justly demands
that today's evangelicals free themselves from the syndrome of despair and withdrawal which has pervaded 20th
century evangelical culture and assume responsibility in
public, as well as private, ways to work for liberation and
justice.
"Your history, evangelicals, calls you today, as does the
Word of God, to join those who set out long ago to turn
the world upside down."
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Position Paper
(summary)

The National Association of Evangelicals adopted its
1978 position paper calling for a two-level response on
the part of all evangelicals in meeting both social and
spiritual needs.
Based on the threefold expression of God's mandate to
the prophet Micah, "to do justice, to love kindness and to
walk humbly with God," the paper points to a need for
individual commitment and a collective response to the
issues of human justice, global compassion, and personal
holiness.
" W e recognize," the paper reads, "the far-reaching
responsibility we have to make the message of redemption in Christ known to that part of the world which is
acquiescing to its immoralities, anguishing in its inhumanities, and frustrated by its poverties."
The paper calls upon evangelical Christians to seek
justice for people in diverse circumstances everywhere,
complementing that justice with the mandate "to love
mercy."
"Our mission must always be to proclaim God's loving
grace in Jesus Christ," the paper reads, "and to call
people everywhere to repentance and faith in Him.
" W e Christians, of all people, should then embody
honesty, integrity and fairness in all of the ways in which
we relate to our fellowman."
" W e must ever be alert to the possibility of becoming
rich and increased with goods, and assume we have need
of nothing (Revelation 3:17)," the paper continues.
"Rather, in humility, we affirm the Pauline truth, 'What
do you have that you did not receive? (I Corinthians 4:7
NASB).
"Therefore, we arrogate to ourselves no sense of
personal ownership, but rather the acceptance of the
stewardship of goods to be used for the glory of God."
Dr. James E. Johnson, professor of history and political
science, Bethel College. "America's contribution to prison
reform is the penitentiary," Dr. Johnson told a workshop
sponsored by the Social Action Commission." He said
that in spite of reformers' efforts, our institutions are still
little more than custodial.
He discussed sentencing inequities for poor and
minorities, commenting that defendants are subject to
judges' whims. "Two defendants who committed the same
crime can get two different sentences on different days,
depending on the judge's mood.
"Most institutions were constructed more than 50 years
ago, and have a bastille-like appearance. That alone
implies a certain kind of punishment.
"But as bad as physical conditions may be, they should
not affect the Christian's response as much as the moral
to page sixteen

Evangelical Visitor

Warm Hearts — Cool Heads

from page eight

A second consideration is cost.
Although M C C can get U.S. Government ocean freight reimbursement for
some of its shipments and Mennonites
and Brethren in Christ donate many
supplies, the cost of preparation,
overland travel to the docks and the
shipping costs of some materials must
be borne by MCC. These costs can
sometimes total more than the price of
buying materials nearby, forcing
M C C to wrestle with the question of
the stewardship of its resources.
On the other side of the coin, buying
large quantities of materials on local
Third World markets may effect
prices there. For example Bert Lobe,
India country representative, reports
that buying blankets in India to take
into the cyclone-damaged area
speeded things up, but drove up the
price of blankets where they were
purchased to levels out of reach by
some people who needed them and
otherwise would have been able to
afford them.
Decisions like these sometimes put
M C C between a rock and a hard
place. For the five North American
warehouses, these decisions mean that
sometimes supplies will move in
response to a need and other times
they will not. "It is frustrating for
congregations, who hear and read
about hungry people who can't afford
to buy on the local market, when
M C C ' s inventory doesn't move as fast
as they think it should," comments
John Hostetler, material aid director.
" A t the material aid centers we get
frustrated when we have high inventories and things don't move. It
doesn't take much of an inventory
until people start worrying about it,
worrying that M C C doesn't need
material aid anymore.
"But things go in cycles, and we just
need to accept the fact that sometimes
we're going to be carrying high inventories. At times inventories do accumulate in our warehouses while we
wait for the right time to use these
supplies. If we have a strong inventory, we'll be ready when the time of
need comes."
The answers are not easy, and many
North American congregations are
waiting to hear them, waiting to learn
how they can best participate in
M C C ' s relief program.
"During 1978 the MCC overseas
department is committed to continuing the process already begun in
1977 to articulate and implement a
m o r e a d e q u a t e p h i l o s o p h y and
strategy for the use of material aid,"
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Making Disciples

Religious News

accountability—no sense of responsibility between you and me. I am
afraid of a system of leadership where
somebody is accountable to no one. I
am afraid of a system of church life
when the member has no responsibility
to anyone else. The New Testament
pattern of accountability provides for
interconnecting lives. I am accountable
to the little child in my congregation.
My bishop is accountable to me. We
are all on parity before God. On the
spiritual level we stand on common
ground before the Lord. Our differences
a r e t h o s e of G I F T S a n d
FUNCTIONS."

British Free Churches
Report Membership Decline
In one year, overall membership of
Britain's Free Churches decreased by
19,788—from 1,203,085 in 1976 to 1,183,297 in 1977, according to the recently
published 1978 Directory of the Free
Church Federal Council.
The Council embraces Britain's main
Free Churches, including the United
Reformed Church, the Methodist Church,
and the Baptist Union of Great Britain and
Ireland.
T h e biggest d r o p in m e m b e r s h i p
reported in the Directory's statistics was in
the United Reformed Church, from 181,445 members in 1976 to 166,378 in 1977.

from page nine

from page four

BOARD FOR MISSIONS
General Fund Statement
Quarter

Ended

December

31,

1977

Canadian Balance, September 30,1977
USA Balance September 30, 1977
Canadian Receipts
USA Receipts
Special from Reserves to General Fund
Transfer from Reserves

$

Total Receipts and Balance

$297,036.76

Disbursements

Canada

U S A

Administration
Personnel
Information Services
Contingencies
Technical Services
Rhodesia
Zambia
India
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
Montreal Lake Children's Home . . .
Salem (Labish)
Pharr (Texas)
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Christian Services Ministries
Transfer to Reserves
Total Disbursements

3,005.96
(28,520.81)
32,410.01
265,141.60
10,000.00
15,000.00

$32,448.85
43,554.47
5,001.06
6,200.00
6.05
7,913.08
8.279.63
26,469.71
8,289.04
7,070.33
1,410.00
300.00
2,025.00

$2,536.59
1,814.15
935.22
2,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00

825.00
825.00
1,500.00
2,889.27
20,838.56
8,031.78
10,215.59
65,000.00

925.03
9,503.90
6,024.00

$258,267.42... $31,563.89

BALANCE ON HAND, December 31,1977

$289,831.31
$

7,205.45

Analysis of Balance
Analysis of Balance
USA Balance
Canada Balance

$3,353.37
3,852.08
$7,205.45
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Finding
Responsive
People
David P. McBeth
The parable which Jesus told his
followers, recorded in Luke 8, is commonly called the Parable of the Sower.
More rightly it should be called the
Parable of the Soils, for it tells what
happens to seed which falls on four
different types of soil. These situations
are likened to people. We are admonished to sow the seed (preach and
teach the gospel) to those who are
most apt to respond. Dr. Donald A.
McGavran, of the Fuller School of
Missions, has observed that there are
"usually responsive people in every
location." How can we find these
people to tell them about the gospel?
Basically, your approach should be
to meet people on their terms, not
yours. While the gospel makes some
crucial demands, we many times expect new converts to come to us,
instead of us to them. Take the gospel
to where they are—their homes,
social gatherings and public
thoroughfares. In going, know them
well enough that you know where their
deep needs are. Trying to get them to
come to you to hear what you have to
offer is increasingly an exercise in
futility.
Several other parables of Christ
give us additional insight. In Luke
13:6-9 fruitfulness was the criteria for
determining whether to spend more
effort on a project. If there is no
fruitfulness, spend your energies where
there is fruitfulness. In Matthew 9:3538 Jesus hopes His people will be
harvesters. If there is no crop His
people should concentrate where there
is one. In Matthew 10 Jesus' disciples
were asked to go to the people to
whom they had access. If people do
not respond, then move on to people
who are more ready.
What, then, are the implications for

David P. McBeth, assistant chairman of the
Board for Christian Education, is Director of
College Advancement at Messiah College. His
Doctor of Ministry studies at Fuller Theological
Seminary has included church growth.
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our ministry? Church growth studies
indicate several important helps for
us. These are not new insights, but
recognizing them can be helpful in
setting our priorities in witnessing and
church planting.
A first insight suggests that people
in change situations may also be open
to change their beliefs about God.
Some of these change events are
related to one's occupation. The opportunities of a recent promotion can
encourage a person to see other
possibilities in life than the way one
was living. On the other hand the crisis
of unemployment and sometimes
retirement can cause some to look to
other sources for life's answers.
The time of graduation, the birth of
a child, or marriage are each happy
times which also cause us to look at
the basic issues of life. What am I
going to do with my life? Can I be a
worthy example and parent? How can
two lives be meshed into one? These
and many other important questions
provide the Christian an excellent
opportunity to talk about the way God
can help and make a difference.
A time of crisis is a crucial time for
reaching people with the solutions of
the Gospel. A serious illiness or death
makes people ask questions of eternal
consequence. People experiencing
these are going through change.
Church growth research, along with
the perception of experienced Christian workers, finds that these people
are usually more open to hear a good
word about God's love.
A second insight suggests that
friends or relatives of new Christians
may be very responsive. If you will,
study how people are brought to
Christ. Very frequently they are
brought by a friend or relative. The
new-found joy is shared and others
respond. This should not surprise us
—for new Christians usually have
many close contacts with nonChristians. On the other hand,

Christians have their friendships in the
church, not the world. So, when you
lead someone to Christ, encourage
him to share his new faith with this
friends and relatives—the people to
whom he has easy access.
Another insight is the possibility of
more responsiveness in the masses, not
the classes. By the masses we mean the
general run of the population, the
common people. The classes are those
who by virtue of wealth, position,
and/or education are a small segment
of the population. Because of their
situation, they seem to be more
satisfied and may be less open to
another option such as the gospel.
They are happy with their way of life
and see little reason to change.
But back to the masses, for Jesus
also had a special concern for them.
Jesus did not rule out the classes, but
He did concentrate His effort among
the poor and needy. When a person is
saved his changed life tends to move
him up the ladder socially. His careful
stewardship of money and other
resources, his study of the Scriptures
and how to teach them, his more
courteous lifestyle all provide a
cultural lift which can move him away
from the masses. Like Christ, we
should concentrate on the masses, for
there is where the people and their
needs are.
Does this mean we should reject
those resistant to the gospel? By no
means! The church as community and
as individuals should keep a strong
witness in every way possible. But
when it comes to evangelistic efforts,
we need to concentrate on those people who are apt to be most responsive.
As we evangelize them, they in turn,
will be able to use the gifts and talents
they uniquely have, under God's direction, to reach others. God does not
want us to scatter the seed on thorny,
rocky or packed soil, but on what
seems to us to be fertile soil which will
bring a bountiful harvest.

Evangelical Visitor

Upland Youth did a
What-a-Thing?
The Upland High School group had
a "what-a-thing?" No, they had a
" t h i n g - a - t h o n . " I'm sure you're
curious as to what in the world this
could be! A thing-a-thon is styled after
the current trend in jog-a-thons, rocka-thons, and whatever else you can
imagine. The problem as we saw it was
the l i m i t a t i o n s of a o n e - e v e n t
marathon. You exclude some people
who would not perform well or who
are just not interested. So what you do
instead is have a thing-a-thon where
everyone can do their own thing. The
sky is the limit—only to be governed
by creativity and Christian ethics!
The idea began as we were thinking
of what we could do to raise funds for
our proposed choir tour. Someone had
mentioned the idea months before and
we figured, why not try it.
Here's what happened. About 25 of
our high schoolers got excited and
began thinking of what "thing" they
could do. When they had decided, the
next step was to seek sponsors. The
s p o n s o r s were asked to d o n a t e
whatever amount of money they
wished per hour. People really got
behind us and sponsored our young
Kent Byer takes five as Brad Hempy continues
to joyfully pedal their bicycle built for two!
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people generously.
Then it was time for us to earn the
money. We began at 5:00 p.m. Friday,
February 17, and were determined to
make it until 5:00 p.m. Saturday. The
"things" were a mixture of insanity
and constructiveness. Four girls chose
to clean for the 24 hours. They washed
the church windows, scraped gum off
the pews and cleaned individual homes
during the day. Brenda Oldenkamp
said, "It was fun, scraping gum!"
Laura Smith, a sophmore in our
group, chose to polish silver. Her
comment afterwards was, "It was
great—you get to know people better
—and I wasn't even tired!"
Two of our guys picked up rocks,
clearing our athletic field for the 24
hours. Rod Musser claims that he was
in a state of unconsciousness for the
last 12 hours.
The other activities included sewing,
yo-yo-ing, playing four square, dribbling a basketball, teeter-tottering,
doing needlepoint, crocheting, stuffing
feed bags and riding a bicycle built for
two.

No, a
Thing-a-thon
The money is still coming in but our
estimate is about $2,000 donated
through this event. We are very
pleased and grateful for this amount.
With finances aside, the other benefits
were exciting. The new or changed
relationships among our young people, the new contacts with other high
schoolers who were interested because
of this activity and the knowledge that
our adults are supportive—all combined to make this a big success.
As we mentioned briefly before, the
funds are to go towards our high
school choir tour. Lord willing, we
hope to travel to General Conference
this summer. We would like our group
to experience General Conference and
be exposed to Messiah College. But we
would also like to have the fun and
growth that occurs when a group
works together and lives together for
an extended time period.
Pray with us that the Lord will help
us reach our goal!

The youth who sponsored the
"thing-a-thon" are from the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church, Upland,
California.

Donna Ginder attempting the "impossible'
cleaning the youth pastor's office!
Valerie Hanna takes a nap under the altar.
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Church News

Participants in the Dedication Service (see article), left to
right: Maurice Bender, H. A. Ginder, Roger Witter, Bill Hudson, Charles
Meyers, Raymond Wingert, Fred Rice, and Terry Hoke.

The newl v enlarged sanctuary of the New Guilford Church.

New Guilford
Dedicates Addition
A highlight in the life of the New
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg,
Pa., took place on January 8, 1978, with
the dedication of a new addition to the
church building. The addition includes two
pastors' studies, a church office, a libraryconference room, and a roomy narthe.x to
the rear of the newly remodeled sanctuary.
The sanctuary now offers additional
seating for approximately ninety people as
well as a large platform with a choir loft.
Pastor Maurice Bender was in charge of
the service, with Bishop Henry Ginder
giving the dedicatory message. Others
assisting in the service were Terry Hoke,
associate pastor; R a y m o n d Wingert,
Building Committee chairman; Fred Rice,
Advancement Fund Treasurer; Bill Hudson, Eagle C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m p a n y ;
Charles Meyers, construction Superintendent; and Rev. Roger Witter, pastor of the
Air Hill Church. The church choir,
Legal Notice

Messiah Village, 100 Mt. Allen Drive,
Mechanicsburg, PA, a non-profit corporation of the Brethren in Christ
Church, has agreed to comply with the
provisions of the Federal Civil Rights
Acts of 1964, and the Pennsylvania
Human Relations Act of 1955, and all
requirements imposed pursuant thereto,
to the end that no person shall, on the
ground of race, color, national orgin,
ancestry, age, sex, handicap, or religious
creed be excluded from participation in,
be denied benefits of, or otherwise be
subject to discrimination in the provision
of any c a r e or service. T h e nondiscriminatory policy of this facility
applies to residents, physicians, and all
employees. Under no circumstances will
the application of this policy result in the
s e g r e g a t i o n or r e - s e g r e g a t i o n of
buildings, wings, floors, and rooms for
reasons of race, color, national origin,
ancestry, age, sex, or religious creed. We
reserve the right to admit members of the
sponsoring denomination as priority.
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directed by Norma Bigham, provided
music for the occasion. Speaking for the
building committee, Raymond Wingert
commended the congregation for the donation of time and labor towards the project.
The afternoon service of dedication was
followed by open house and a fellowship
luncheon.
The completion of this building and
remodeling project marked the end of one
phase of a more comprehensive program
of growth which the congregation has
entitled, "Advancement With Christ."

MESSIAH COLLEGE
M E S S I A H COLLEGE
SPRING COLLEGE PREVIEW
for
High School Juniors and Seniors
and their Parents
Saturday, April 22
9:30-4:30
All activities are FREE
to registered guests.

Commencement Speaker Announced
The Messiah College Commencement
will be on May 13 at 10 a.m. Dr. John R.
Dellenback, director of the Peace Corps
under President Ford, will be the speaker.
Dr. Dellenback, a former congressman
from Oregon, is the new president of the
Christian College Consortium, of which
Messiah College is a charter member.
Summer School Announced
Summer classes at Messiah College are
c o n c e n t r a t e d into short, three-week
courses, with a semester being completed
in each session. The first session will meet
from May 22 through June 9, with 13
courses offered. The second summer session, June 12-30, offers Special programs,
personalized instruction, and Continuing
Education courses are also being offered.

CONFERENCES

Allegheny

The Air Hill congregation hosted the
Franklin County Sunday School
Leadership Training School on Monday
evening, Feb. 6. Rev. Roger Witter is the
pastor.
Fairview Avenue's oldest member, Mrs.
Emma J. Shafer, observed her 100th
birthday on Feb. 22. Mrs. Shafer, who is
the grandmother of Bishop Don Shafer
(Midwest and Pacific Conferences), served
as deaconess for the church for many
years. Mrs. Shafer's pastor is Rev. Virgil
Books.

Registration begins at 9:30,
Eisenhower Center
For more information write
Messiah College
Granthan, PA 17027
or call
(717) 766-2511 and ask for Ron Long

Evangelical Visitor

The Mastersonville congregation announces plans for observing their 100th
anniversary from May 31-June 4. Former
pastors, as well as Bishop C. B. Byers and
Bishop Henry A. Ginder will be guest
speakers. An old-fashioned love feast will
be held on June 3. Rev. James Ketner is
the pastor.
The Mt. Rock congregation hosted a
joint-service on Sunday, Jan. 29, for the
Air Hill congregation. Dr. Brandt,
Academic Dean of Messiah College, was
the guest speaker. The pastor is Rev.
Avery Musser.

Atlantic

Correction: The pastor of the Manheim
congregation was inadvertently listed as
Pastor Irvin Kanode. It should have been
Rev. Isaac Kanode. (March 10 issue)
The Refton congregation held a Christian Education Workshop during the Sunday School hour on Feb. 19, with Rev.
Charles Gogel, Phoenixville, Pa., as the
guest speaker. Rev. Harry Bert is the
pastor.
The Skyline View congregation held an
Installation Service for their new pastor
and his wife, the John Schocks, on Sunday,
March 5.
On Sunday evening, Feb. 12, the Stowe
congregation installed the Daniel Houcks
as their pastoral couple.

Canadian

The Council of the Boyle congregation
recently authorized a remodeling program
to their church building. On Sunday,
March 12, the Vineland Youth Choir
presented the evening service. Rev. Arthur
W. Heise is the pastor.
The Massey Place congregation has
expanded so much that two adult Sunday
school classes are being held in a next door
restaurant. The pastor is Rev. Douglas
Sider.
Guest speaker to the Port Colborne
congregation on Sunday evening, Feb. 19,
was Lester Fretz who is Director of
Stewardship. Rev. Gordon Gilmore is the
pastor.

Central

The five children of Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Hartman honored their parents
at an Open House on Feb. 26, on the
occasion of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. The Hartmans, married on Feb. 2,
1928, are members of the Union Grove
congregation where Brother Hartman
serves as deacon.
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The Dayton congregation reports that on
Sunday, Feb. 19, seven persons were taken
into church fellowship. The pastor is Rev.
Henry Chafin.
The Union Grove congregation hosted a
combined fellowship for the Bethel Community congregation^on Sunday evening,
March 19. A feet-washing service preceded
a time of singing, fellowship, and
t e s t i m o n y . T h e pastors are U n i o n
Grove—Rev. Rod Hill and Bethel Community—Rev. Devon Bontrager.

Midwest

The Bethany congregation reports a
Revival Service held Feb. 12-19, with Rev.
Paul Hill as the evangelist. The Burden
Lifters, a quartette from Ft. Wayne, In.,
presented special music during the services. Rev. Charles Rickel is the pastor.
The pastor, Rev. Paul Hess, and
deacons, along with their wives, of the
Zion congregation hosted a sweetheart
fellowship on Sunday evening, Feb. 19. A
local pastor had the meditation.

Pacific

The Ontario congregation has formed a
choir, prayer hour and morning discussion
classes. The pastor is Rev. Jerel Book.
The Sandia congregation has begun a
newsletter which is entitled, "The Master's
Touch," staffed by three young women of
the church. Rev. M. Woodrow Peabody is
the pastor.

Births

Barley: Matthew Funk, born Feb. 5, to
Fred and Cindy Barley, Manor congregation, Pa.
Cluck: Tara Rebecca, born March 4, to
Greg and Colleen (Chamberlin) Cluck,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Edwards: Christian Andrew, born Jan.
20, to Gerald and Monica Edwards,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Ettinger: Shane Brian, born Feb. 21, to
Ronald and Ruth Ettinger, Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Houghton: Benjamin Carrol, born Feb.
24, to Carrol and Ruth Houghton, Zion
congregation, Ks.
Leister: Misty Dawn, born Feb. 19, to
Paul and Elaine (Miller) Leister, Spring
Hope congregation, Pa.
Mullen: Tanya Lee, born Jan. 17, to
Ray and Cindy ( S h e a r e r ) Mullen,
Roseglen congregation, Pa.
VanDonkersgoed: Janice Gayle, born
F e b . 6, t o K l a s s a n d M u r i e l
VanDonkersgoed, Bertie congregation,
Ont.
Watkins: Michelle Leigh, born Feb. 4,
to Herb and Twila Watkins, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Witter: Tawndee Joy, born March 3, to
Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Witter, Fairview
Avenue congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Bradley-Frey: Suzanne Jan, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John K. Frey, Maytown,
Pa., and Kevin Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jerry L. Bradley, Mount Joy, Pa., Feb. 24,
in the Manor Brethre in Christ Church
with Rev. Dale Engle officiating.
Deck-Franklin: Pamela Rae, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Glen Franklin, EI Reno,
Ok., and Alan Lesley, son of Mr. and Mrs.
E. L. Deck, Thomas, Ok., Dec. 26, 1977,
in the Amity Baptist Church.
Eyster-Schroeder: Karen Ann,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Schroeder,
Oklahoma City, Ok., and Paul Donelly,
son of Dr. and Mrs. Ira M. Eyster,
Norman, Ok., Jan. 7, in the Lakeside
United Methodist Church with Rev.
Charles Rickel and Rev. Clayton Johnson
officiating.
Groff-Schaeffer: Robin, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Schaefer, Willow Street,
Pa., and Jeffrey, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Groff, Lancaster, Pa., March 4, in
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating.

Obituaries

Snow: Daniel Freeman Snow, Dallas
Center, la., born May 31, 1892, died Feb.
2, 1978. He was the son of Morrison T.
and Mattie Zuck Snow. He is survived by
a daughter; a brother; four grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews. He was a member of
the Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Norman Channel and Rev. Millard Haldeman
conducted the funeral service.
Taylor: Victor P. Taylor, Hillman, Mi.,
born Nov. 6, 1906, in Roscommon, died
Nov. 6, 1977. He is survived by his wife,
Minnie Colberg; a son, Ronald; two
grandchildren; and a sister, Mrs. Mae
Wycoff. He was a member of the Rust
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Green Funeral
Home with Rev. Levi Troyer officiating.
Interment was in the Hillman Twp.
Cemetery.
Williams: Angela Kaye Williams, Saxton, Pa., born Sept. 26, 1976, died Dec. 27,
1977, in the J. C. Blair Hospital. She was
the daughter of Garey Lee and Deborah
Williams who survive. Also surviving are a
sister, Ardoth Lee. A private funeral service was conducted in the Masood Funeral
Home by Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment
was in St. Luke's Cemetery.
W i n g e r : M i n n i e B. W i n g e r ,
Cucamonga, Ca., died Dec. 30, 1977, in
Upland, Ca., at the age of 74. She was
married to Cyrus A. Winger who preceded
her in death. She is survived by three
children: Arlene, Dorothy Lytle, and Dennis Winger; and seven grandchildren. She
was a member of the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church.
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conditions. He pointed to cases of homosexual rape, theft,
murder and assault, all which take place inside prison
walls. To survive the prisoners must subscribe to a code of
ethics that seems brutal to us.
"It seems to me that if we're the people of God, this
kind of degradation has to make us act in light of Christ's
death on the cross for all mankind."
Bishop Festo Kivengere, Uganda. Exiled Ugandan
bishop Festo Kivengere urged evangelical Christians to
stand "positively defiant" before the forces working
against the church today.
"You can't believe in the risen Savior and keep
drooping."
Kivengere used the current situation in Uganda as an
example of the perseverance of Christ's message in the
midst of persecution. He said that only four months after
the murder of Archbishop Luwum in February of 1977,
over 25,000 believers gathered in the streets of Kampala to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the first
missionaries in Uganda.
"Today," Kivengere said, "the churches in Uganda are
overflowing."
Dr. Kenneth Kantzer, editor-elect Christianity Today.
"Colonial America was not Christian, and certainly not
evangelical. At the time of the Revolution, one out of ten
were nominal Christians. And it is just within the last two
decades that 70 percent of the population has become
affiliated with a church."
Kantzer pointed out that evangelicals have always been
an even smaller segment of the nominal-Christian minority.
He warned his listeners about the dangers of the greater
visibility enjoyed by the evangelical movement today:
mistakes that cannot be buried, problems caused to public
image by the extremes in the movement, and becoming the
focus of sharper attack.

" W e must reverse our role," he said. "We must stop
acting like guerillas on the defensive and become
heralds—persuaders." A biblical balance was Kantzer's
suggestion for accomplishing this role reverse during the
last quarter of the 20th century. " W e must move back into
the mainstream of society—back into the marketplace."
Gladys Hunt, author. "Perhaps the most difficult of the
three phrases of the N A E convention theme, Micah 6:8, is
'walk humbly with your God'," said Gladys Hunt in her
address at the convention's closing banquet. "We may give
easy lip service to humility's value, and may even pray for
it and at the same time gloss over willful ways and a hard
heart with spiritually phoney words about our great desire
to be like Jesus."
"But," Mrs. Hunt continued, "the world's system puts
very little value on humility. Who notices the humble man?
We judge him not aggressive enough and overlook him. He
is obsolete in today's scheme of success. To walk humbly
with God goes against the grain of our culture as well as
human nature."
Mrs. Hunt said that the world's appetite for success has
crept into the cracks and crevices of evangelical churches
and organizations because of the cracks and crevices in
individuals' hearts. "The American corporate business
pattern has become the model for the church," she said.
"People have become products and tools to be used in
programs.
"Biggest, best and wealthiest is not per se any more or
less spiritual or humble than smallest and poorest. The
integrity of the individual's heart is everything.
"But one does not become humble by stamping on pride
every time it rears its head," she commented "The Bible
does not tell us to fight pride, but to humble ourselves. It is
a conscious choice. And that choice is to seek after God
himself. It is a decision to listen, be quiet and to enjoy the
friendship of God and seek His perspective."

